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Stereophile! Recommended Components: REF6

Recommended Components: 2018 Edition
Preamplifiers

0000«

Editor's Note: Apart from the CAT, Shindo, and Placette, all the Class A
preamplifiers offer balanced inputs and outputs. And unless noted, the
preamplifiers listed do not have phono stages

Audio Research REF6: $14,000

Replacing Audio Research's Reference 5 SE of 2011, the Reference 6 is a
product in which everything—parts, circuitry, the whole megillah—has been
revised, the upgrades including a heftier mains transformer, an improved
volume-control circuit, and new custom-made capacitors. The audio
circuits include three 6H30 dual-triode tubes per channel, while the power
supply has one 6H30 and one 6550WE tube. The eight pairs of line-level

inputs are evenly divided between single-ended (RCA) and balanced (XLR),
alongside three pairs each of single-ended and balanced outputs. Among
the Reference 6's electronically controlled functions are its 103-step
volume control, signal-polarity inversion, and a mono switch. MF noted the
Reference 6's unimpeachable specs, and reported that while listening to
favorite recordings through it, he heard “intense surprises that I'm sure
can't be measured. Record after record, | found that the Reference 6 greatly
increased my understanding of very familiar recordings.” In measuring the
Reference 6, JA noted “superb channel matching,” "inconsequential AC
supply noise,” and, overall, “little hint of the presence of tubes in the circuit

|
(that last observation intended as a compliment). (Vol.39 No.12 WWW) a “ In re s e ar c

HIGH DEFINITION




Stereophile! Recommended Components: Reference Phono 3

Audio Research REF Phono 3: $14,000

Intended as a replacement for their Reference Phono 2SE, Audio
Research's Reference Phono 3 is a hybrid tubed/solid-state phono preamp
that offers two independently configurable inputs with various gain and
loading options, all of which can be stored in its memory. It has a FET input
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stage and uses a total of six 6H30 dual-triode tubes in the signal path, plus
an additional 6H30 and a 6550WE tube for power-supply regulation. The
Reference Phono 3 treated MF to "an embarrassment of tonal riches, with
silky, textured delicacy emerging from 'black' backgrounds"—and that was
fresh out of the box! Mikey's conclusion: "If $14,000 is within your budget,
the Reference Phono 3 is a must-listen." (Vol.40 No.1)
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Stereophile! Recommended Components: Tube Dampening Rings

Audio Research Tube Damping Rings: $4 each %
Damping rings for all AR products are now available to the public at large.

They're made of a proprietary polymer material that converts kinetic energy
to heat, and their improvements are not subtle, exclaims BJR: tighter,

cleaner, deeper, more dynamic bass; more coherent transient attacks;
crisper, more extended highs; plus "improvements in the reproduction of
subtle gradations of low-level dynamics." Give 'em a whirl—the cost is
minimal. (Vol.23 No.2, Vol.26 No.8)
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EN
TAS: Golden Ear Award 2018 — VT80SE &\D@%

Audio Research Corporation VT80SE stereo amplifier

atest version of this amplifier in Audio Research's Foundation series, the VT80SE uses a hybrid circuit with

JFETs along with 6H30 driver tubes and KT150 output tubes to produce 75Wpc. It also includes a first-for-Audio
Research auto-biasing system to automatically set the bias for the output tubes, which allows you to use a variety of
other valves: 6550s, KT88s, KT90s, and KT120s. When the output tubes need replacing, all you have to do is plug in
new ones and the biasing circuit automatically sets the bias for them. It also adjusts the bias as tubes age, assuring

t sound at all tir \ er valves you use, the amplifier is protected from catastrophic tube failure by
individual tube fuses. A timer shows how many hours are on the output tubes. The VT80SE exhibits Audio
Research’s typical wide-open, detailed but not etched sound, with rich harmonic content and quick transients.

s other components in the Foundation Se which includes the LS28 linestage,

the DACS DAC, and the PH9 phono preamp. It does not have a remote, but it can be turned on/off using the 12-voit

trigger connection to the linestage. Like all recent Audio Research gear, it's extremely quiet
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TAS RMAF 2018: Best Sound (Cost No Object)

Best Sound (Cost No Object)

The system in the Crestone Peak Room had
the Sonus Faber Aida 2 loudspeakers
(5130,000/pr.), Audio Research 160M mono
power amplifiers (530,000/pr.) and S
Reference 9 CD9 player/DAC

(513,000), Reference 6 linestage

(514,000), HSR SXR equipment stands,

and Kubala-Sosna cabling.
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Rocky Mountain International HiFi Press 4
Awards (RIHPA) 2018: Best mono power
amplifier it

e Mono Power Amplifier

» Audio Research Reference 160M

1 \

Rocky Mountain
International
HiFi Press

\_ Awards

2018

e CH Precision M1

e Engstrom ERIC

e PS Audio Stellar M700

e VTL Siegfried Series II
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TAS 2018 Editor's Choice Awards: GSi75 s

EDITORS’
CHOICE

AWARDS
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TAS 2018 Editor's Choice Awards: REF10 s

EDITORS’
CHOICE

AWARDS

audio research

HIGH DEFINITION




TAS 2018 Editor's Choice Awards: REF250SE s

EDITORS’
CHOICE

AWARDS
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TAS 2018 Editor's Choice Awards: REFPHONO10 the absolute sound

EDITORS’
CHOICE

AWARDS
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AXPONA 2018: Lee’s Best of Show: Best Sound Systems
REF160M

AXPONA

AXPONA 2018: Lee's Best of Show
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Stereophile's Products of 2018 Joint Amplification stereophile

. PRODUCT

Components of the Year: REF160M  E -

WINNER

500 ket
RECOMMENDED

THE AUDIO
RESEARCH

TUBE MAGIC

FROM LEGACY, FROM NAD
PARADIGM, FROM HANA
SONUS FABER & DS AUDIO

PERSONA 5¢

FROM
F R OUDSPEAKER CONSTELLATION LowsP,
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Best 19 Stereo Amplifiers of What Hi-Fi?'s Lifetime: GSi75

Audio Research GSi75 (2016)
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If you wanted high-end quality without having to buy separate components, this
one-box solution worked a treat

A valve-powered amp that could stand toe-to-toe with the finest pre/power
combinations, it had nifty features, an excellent built-in DAC and fine headphone

performance

Nevertheless, it was the sound that gave the GSi75 distinction. With terrific
dynamics, excellent detail and a transparent sound, when this amp was in full
flow, there was no stopping it

AWARDS 2018

ot rwaana.
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Congratulations on A Great Year
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